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i>LT « Htevo Kan© 

Mr# Hal £»rst 2 
The Joe T-'yne Show 
KTTV, In 3 /mmoles 
California 

Dear Steve and Hal, 

As Bratus Icn^w, it is not difficult for the trusted to uro the Imite. ^nd 
oa I Lav© so often heard. It la difficult for e v/hore to become an 11 honest woman"# 

It is jecauae I trusted both of you that I sas seized by my sense of outrage 
that inhibited me# Hal i« the men who told :ne » year ego ho left production 
of the shew because he could no longer stomach a career of demeaning- people under 
circumstances that rendered them close to defenceless# .And °teva is th* urns. vho 
phonea me to say that at lest ther** were being oh^n^es made to the show lore 
responsible, to o ok :ay oaaiotonco in thi s# Bo you esn be genuinely proud of your 
accompli a toe nt, Ateve, I ivant. you to know t rr» t 1 did inc roivaa my indohtednnga in 
an ofiort to help you amt I iuui tried to locate for you 3 one of fcho Icinda of gu-asts 
you aw la you v/oat^A# ..a you £now, 1 bod developed some now, quit© visual evidence, 
end 1 had ocmd all accroca the country saving it for you# 

In our country, we ere now half tray between Qemany 133ft and Orwell 1984* 
feu. have each. mado your contribution toward keeping ua there# Unless I r-m to 
assume .you are without principle or aoceney - end can I possibly do that?- I assume 
this was your purpose# Ac, bo proud; you succeeded, in your small way# You hove 
converted the prefix as you represent the press into an agency of government • This, 
of course, is the traditional function in our country, is it not- T^is 
intent of the founding fathers, this the dedication of Zengor, the glory of Jefferson# 
If you have forgotten your Jefferson, I can supply a few quotes# Or is Jefferson 
"subversive* 1 to you, is the Constitution, freedom from government by the rose* 
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The beat that X can eey for Butler la that he is » sic!< ran# The alternative 
is that ha is an of t to government# vfcea .hovo 3 sled mo to d?b*- t?i bin, ’mowing 

X would bo without sleep the night before, I «»r*©d, believing, naively, that it 
would be 0 debate, that he was a mon whose word I could ie-ca. There la ranch I ‘mow 
about Butler end the function of the group that is hi a uoslticlrjt# It ia not incon- 
ceivable that a romi with a genuine Interest in hie country would hove wanted the 
airing of a genuine dialogue on tbe man who runs the misnamed Information* Council of 
the Americas ond its sntecedanta, of the most extreme of the radical right with 
which it ia affiliated, of its seeming involvement in the Now Orloonn p«rt the 
&tory of the assassination, not the least of which wns its assistance to Oswald- and 
utler's, personally- in helping him establish on intelligence "cover" . 
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Butler ’ 3 IN3,, to have derived from the eerlier ’friends zt jenccraetic 

Cube? (aid you ever know that Batista was "democratic". You do now*) hile I was 
with you, although I didn't then know it, Garrison was ^preparing «? subpane for 
Allan Julies* on© of the specification in It ha a to do with this group* You will find 
the document he cited on pages 101-3 of Oswald In New Orleans* It strike you, 
in the 1 ght of ycur recent per forme nee, as less th^n strange thst the- representative 
of the friends of lOemocratie vuba was attempting to buy trucks in the nvme of Oswald 
et a time when fee Harvey Oswald was in Russia and when several others of that name 
were in the employ of the same coffee company which employed bin when he eventually 
got to New Orison?* But you may be interested in what 1 have been told during ny 
invest! getien of this FBI report. 

Joseph Yoore is one of three aliases of s mon who is now n captain in 
- reclol forces in Vietnam under one of these ullage*, bavin./, of ter he Xsft "Jew Orleans, 
been involved in the Porainican incident* 

do, ycu c*n seo how entirely detached Buitar really is. 

..fter he left youx* hallo wea holl he wont -to *.oshlngton to n testify*' 
before a rediea 1-right "Communist" trial* You will find a half-column story on this 
in the New Crleens £tfete»-rtem of February 21. It tsgina this wey; ’’The assassination, 
of John F. ftenv.ady was pinpointed by sstudent cf agitation end propaganda (some stud- 
ent!) as one of the underlying causes of the urban riots cf recent years.” oo, you 
can see thet ^utler shuns commercialization cf the assassination* You might also be 
interested in knowing that one of the judges is 'Lerrakno l-crtell-Vils. f that worthy's 
cjluc^. at cry contribution tc truth in the story of ho .v our Ir^i^nl v. u a murdared, I re- 
fer you to rjuge 144 cf Oswald In Hew Orleans, whar« you will s-a his total fabrication 
of r non-existent Coatro speech, cf his invention of the aftble sUss Oawulu had bean 
tc wubo, : s do tailed by the *BI you seem tc have the ouaiut notion I never believe. 

You sre in good company, aren’t you* 

Just befc.ro your show, according to what I learned in hoc Angelas but ma de no 
effort to confirm personally, Butler was engaged in his own special kind of "anti- 
, dcGrauiii3m n (It is & career with him)* k new* group cf "activists" is boing fo.rraed 
there, to te.k« the story of the murder cf tha President to the streets. Jo you think 
that la .vher~ it belongs* They call themselves the "Kennedy Assassination Truth 
Commit t®e M * They wrote on the letterhead of the Los Angelas Theater Arts Committee* 

I hove since hod two letters* from people whose nuns s ar& on that letterhead assuring 
me that the use of it and their nones we a entirely improper* The first nesting of 
this group was described to mo as "unruly” , and I rnn told that ^ufcler was recognized 
there* llo did not indetify himself* 1 am n I 30 tcid ha attended tha second meeting, 

/{],,.( bi-j;-olf to be a member of the executive committee* I hwe he a a further 

told t:v: t this group is led by ojrtrami st s of fc.‘w V • ft. --rid I u;r oar .rio.jic bolieveu 
it to be the proper a o roach, I r.ight have checked this information out shea I was 
in California* 

doubt by coincidence, thoro was a ratfent column by one Paul &eotfc indicating 
that the House ^nnmericen Cowmltteo end the Senate Internal security Gorisnitfcee were 
leaking information about me. From that column, this ’’Information 1 ' is- precisely that 
your "guest” tried to use* Because you medo no effort to learn from m whether it was 
true or false -and I do enow how your show la prepared, do 1 aot*-is it unreasonable 
to presume you believed it without chucking it personally* v/ould *you risk the 
reputation of the man who employs you, subject him to © libel suit ?nd confront 
your distributor vith the seme problem if you were not confident your "information** 
was mt libellous* 1 have leas difficulty believing you would credit rui official 
source th3fy assuming you would take -Butler's ^orci after spending five minutes with him* 
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&ftor all thaao years, memory may bo fallible. However, It J.a ay recol- 
lection that one of the lies Butler used was never published. Bo you will hava 
no doubt la your own mind, I want you to know that when 1 warned By no he was about 
to air on open libel, for I could sea what “utler had in hie hand, Butlar switched 
immediately to another slander that ha never got a chance to finish. 

Unless we are to assume that there was official dishonesty in these recent 
efforts to damage me, we must assume that official minds, despits the perpetuation 
of official files, also lose clarity with the passage of years, ^o, perhaps 
Butler, or wheoever directed him to you, failed to tell you taut the Btate "epartiasnt 
acknowledged its error end apologized - and that the lawyer who represented me now 
sits on the Supreme «ourt. or that the agent of the House Unaraerican Committee woo 
indicted, pled guilty, end got two yeora -end that, despite the most stalwart 
official efforts, including pressure on e district attorney who%ppolntment as judge 
wna held up - the grand jury that indicted him refused to indict me. 

So, maybe there are things about government end its agents you may not hove 
known from the contact you may hove with ouch agents. But please bdliove mo, there a 
ere times when those with e genuine interest in freedom oni democracy must oppose 
this kind of government and these kinds of agents. 

In toy event, you con now, perhaps, better understand whet 1 meant when 1 
warned you against libel. There remains a Question about whether it exlst-s. This 
wes my purpose in asking for the tape you promised to sand but haven’t. Mow 1 know 
that the reason it cr.sn't reached me is not because it is impos ib.le, for tte tape 
was being edited in iiartweat several days ago. ^ I remind you that you promised me 
the unedited tups and , it has not yet arrived. 

So, be proud of what you havs done, what you have made yourselves pert of, 
how well you have served your country, end , if quaint, of your own expressions of 
your own dedications to decency and freedom as so clearly represented in what you 
have done. 

Accept my assurance thet you era now, in your own (small) ways, now part of 
the history of your country, end your greet lovo and dedication will be recorded - 
if no where else, in n book I will eventually publish. It is entitled, "Letters To 
Finks". I will know where to find you, and 1 will send you copies. You will bo in 
fitting and exnltaiy company. 


Sincerely, 


Harold i’elsbcrg 


